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BI tient Monuments of the Chriſtian 
- On 5 Church record ſuch cruel Diviſions, 
and fierce Animoſities among lead- 
| ing Eccleſiaſticks, and thoſe ſo fre- 
quently breaking out, ſo warmly 
maintain'd, and ſo unchriſtianly carry'd on, 
that ſome Hiſtorians have ſickned in the very 
relation, and glad of a little breathing, ad- 
dreſs'd the Reader in a way of Complaint for 
his Diverſion, ſuppoſing his abuſed Patience 
worn out by attending to Occurrences {o unbe- 
coming, unnatural, and ignominious to the 
Chriſtian Name. The Broils of Antiquity ſhou'd 


be look'd on as Sea-marks, to caution all Pilots 


that ſteer in thoſe courſes. Sad will it be if 
all the monitory Beacons of the former Times 
 ſhou'd lend no Light and : Inſtruction to ours; 
if Wiſdom is not to be obtained but by proper 
Experience. Some Particulars in the. preſent 
differences among the London Miniſters, Hiſto- 
ry can hardly parallel: nor will after Ages be 
eaſily perſwaded to believe, that a Quarrel in its 
tendency ſo deſtructive, in its Rife aud Founda- 
tion ſo mean, and inconſiderable, ſhould ever be 


A fomented, 


j 


(2) 
ſomented, and rais'd to ſuch unreaſonable heights 
among a Body of Men deſervedly renown'd 
for Temper and Charity, Moderation and 
Piety. What ſubtle Artifice of deſigning Ene- 
mies purpoſely conſpiring to diſtreſs and wea- 
ken the Piſſenting Intereft, either blew up the 
Flame at firſt, or ſince has handed Oyl to en- 
rage it, how far malicious Livin have 
acted a wily part in this whole Affair is un- 
known ; this is evident, if Enemies were not 
the Authors, Enemies only have Joy of theſe 
Diviſions ; Enemies only are gainers by them, 
and delighted in them. That thoſe who hve 
ſhone- illuſtrious in Unity, and by it become 
the Envy of all around, ſhou'd burſt by their 
own Right-hand aſunder, and crumble into 
Parties, as it opens a diſmal Scene to hearty 
Friends, fo it affords a gladſome Proſpect, is 
matter of Exultation and Triumph to invete- 
rate Foes. Is not this what Ithacus wou d haves 
and the Sons of Atreut wou'd - purchaſe at a 
mighty Price > Who has a Breaſt ſo blunt as not 
to conceive the Acclamations, the Inſults, the 
Shoutings of Ilkwifhers on this mournful Oc+ 
caſion? They hug themſelves. in the pleaſing 
1 1 ſay in their Hearts, 4% % 
wont d we have it. Harmony and Union have 
m een in 3 anne r the Bet uty and Glory 
of Diſſenting Proteſtants ; render'd their Inte- 
reſt conſiderable, their Enmity formidable, their 
Friendſhip deſirable, and their Strength ſupe- 
riour to 0 al the N Tags of implacable Ad. 
vexſaries, 
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verſaries, who have long been;compaſſing their 
Overthrow, and greedily gaping for their utter 
Deſtruction. Bur alas! the Crown is fallen, 
and the Glory in great meaſure departed | Diſ- 
cord and Janglings eclipſe their antient Luſtre, 
enfeeble their Force, and too juſtly expoſe them 
to Mocks and Reproaches. The Hearts of the 
People are ſadden d; Diſſatisfaction and Jea- 
louſies torture and diſquiet their Minds, odious 
Terms of Diſt inction are faſten'd on Miniſters; 
and ſerious Religion itſelf is endanger'd. And 
where ſhall we find the Source of theſe Evils? 
Are they not chargeable upon the imprudent 
Conduct of the Miniſters ? Meer Miſmanage- 
ment is the fountain of all. The Injury does 
not flow from the Cauſe contended for by each 
Party, but from the Method of Contention. 
Strip the Cauſes of all adhering Imprudences, 
both are juſtifyable, and both very good. One 
Party eagerly contends for the Honour of the 
Bleſſed Trinity; the other as eagerly for the 
Honour of the Holy Scriptures. Who denies 
the Doctrine of the Trinity? ſay the Nonſub- 
ſcribers. Who diſputes the Perfection of the 
Scriptures ? ſay thoſe that have ſubſcrib'd. One 
claims a Power of declaring their Faith, and 
repreſenting it in words moſt expreſſive of their 
Senſe ; that is to ſay, in what words they pleaſe. 
The other challenges an equal Power and: Pri- 
viledge of ſpeaking their Senſe in words that 
| beſt agree to their Judgments, and not being 
determin'd abſolutely by any but the words of 
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the Holy Ghoſt. Human Forms are Lawful, 
ſays One Party : Agreed, ſays the Other, but 
not Infallible and Authoritative : Now where's 
the Oppoſition? Yea where is the Difference in 
this Contention ? would not a wiſe Obſerver 
be apt to judge it a Strife about Goat's Wool! ? 
Both Parties are fully Conſenting in Subſtance, 
and vary only in Circumſtantials. I ſhall there- 
fore take the Liberty to argue this Caſe, and 
Repreſent in a fair, and equal Light, the Diffe- 
rence as to me it appears, that when both 
the Cauſes are weigh'd in the Ballance of Ju- 
ſtice, it may (as I truſt it will) be diſcover'd 
that they are not oppoſite, but well conſiſtent, 
that the General Cauſe is one and the ſame, 
and that the Subſcribers and Nonſubſcribers 
are managing only different Branches, or di- 
ſtin& Particulars of the ſame General and Glo- 
rious Cauſe. 

If Caſſander and Grotius not only thought it 
poſſible, but made Attempts at an Union betwixt 
the Reformed and the Roman Churches, which 
are really, if not Diametrically oppoſite, I 
hope I ſhall not ſhare in the common Fate of 
intermedling Pacificks, be Cenſur'd, and in- 
cur the diſpleaſure of either Side of the Mi- 
niſters, for attempting, and preſſing an Union 
between Two valuable Parties of Men who, 
in my ſedate and ſober Apprehenſions, do 
not in reality differ at all. I look upon the 


preſent Difference no otherwiſe than as one 


N running to Support with might and 
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main a Corner of theHouſe that ſeems to them to 


totter and nod, loudly calling in Aſſiſtance from 


all that paſs along; the other with equal haſt 
and diligence ſhouldering up another Corner 


of the ſame Building, which they imagine to 
give way, and be in imminent Danger. For 
this will be granted univ erſally, that to believe 


the Doctrine of the Trinity, and to believe 
the ſufficiency of the Scriptures, are by no means 


repugnant: A firm belief of the One does not 
exclude or interfere with an equally firm be- 
lief of the Other. Will any Man ſay that 
theſe Propoſitions are contrarys; There are 
Three in One; and, the Scriptures are per- 
fect? So then from a publickly protefs'd belief 
of One of theſe Points to argue a Denial of 
the Other, yea ſo much as a coldneſs and indif- 
ference to it, is unſufferably Unjuſt, and unrea- 
ſonably Weak. The Non-Subſcribers vehe- 
mently contend for the ſufficiency of the Scrip- 
tures, which the Other have never queſtion'd 
or deny'd. The Subſcribers warmly contend 
forthe Doctrine of the Trinity which the Non- 


Subſcribers have never oppos'd, but openly de- 


clar'd themſelves to believe. That therefore 
the Doctrines mentioned are not the Materials 
of the Difference, is viſible and clear to all the 
World. Some what faulty in the Contenders, 
and their Conduct muſt have given riſe to all 
rhe Noiſe and Stir that has been made; and 
whatever that faultineſs be, or whereſoever it 
ſie, the Goodneſs and Wiſdom of the intereſt- 


ed 


66) 
ed Parties, join'd with the Conſideration of 
their Character, will rather remove the Dirt 
than let it continue as a Party Wall to divide 
them, and mutually drop little needleſs Pre- 
tenſions, than reject a Treaty, and have Re- 
courſe to Arms, 

I begin with the Cauſe of the Subſcribing 
Miniſters, which will ſtand ſecure upon the 
common Foundation of Chriſtian Liberty, 
after all the grievous Imputations, hideous 
Outcries, and Mountains of Scandal they have 
ſuffer d from the foul Mouths and fouler Pens 
of ſome prejudic'd and unequal Men, Their 
Subſcription is the ſole Foundation that Sup- 
ports the widely ſpreading Charge, call 'em 
Impoſers, Creedmakers, Invaders of our Free- 
dom, Deſerters of Scripture, Papiſts, Perſecu- 
tors, and whatever elſe is objected againſt em, 
the Sum of all, and the Ground of all, is this 
ſingle Crime, they have Subſcrib'd, ſeeking their 
Wethren's Concurrence. As to the Methods 
nsd to win their Brethren to A& in Concert 
with themſelves I know em not, nor think it 
ſubſervient to any good Purpoſe, much leſs ta 
my preſent Deſign, if I did, to Examine 'em. 
As to the Subſcription it ſelf, I am verily per- 
ſwaded the moſt angry Adverſary, Paſſion with 
all Prepoſſeſſions withdrawn, and Reaſon pre- 
vailing, will readily own they have not Acted 
beyond their juſt right in making uſe of that 
Liberty which every Chriſtian claims, even a 


Liberty of Believing and ordering his Conduct 
| according 
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according to the Dictates of Judgment and 
Conſcience. The worſt: he can deliberately 
ſay of the Act is, That it was Weak and Im- 
prudent. If the Subſcribers had ſet up the Sub- 
{cribed Articles as an unbending Teſt, and 
Standard of Truth, in oppoſition to Scripture, 
or Scripture notwithſtanding, this would ſuffi- 
ctently juſtify all the Noiſe and Clamours thar 
have been rais'd againſt em. But when it is 
profeſs d by themſelves, and ſo publickly known 
that they only Subſcribe thoſe Articles as a De- 
elaration and Teſtimony of their own Faith, 
and only believe em becaufe they are Warranted 
and Authorized by the Scriptures, it is ſome- 
what ſtrange that any impartial Mind ſhould 
apprehend the Action as-countenancing Impo- 
ſition, and placing Human Forms in the room 
and ſtead of the Oracles of God. What then 
have theſe Gentlemen done, that a cruel War 
muſt be wag' d againſt em? If any ill Conſe · 
quences are Qbjc&ed, they are eaſily retorted 
and thrown. on the other Side. Subſcribing 
was not the neceſſary Caufe, at moſt it was 
only an accidental Occaſion. of. the Diviſions 
and Miſchiefs that have enſu d. Refuſin e 
ſtands as much obnoxious to the Cenſure, any 

as chargeable, with, the, Guilt as, Subſcribing. 
Yet I doubt not but that the Subſcribing Mini- 
{ters had they evidently foreſeen the conſequent 
Evils, and that ſuch. Numbers, of their Bre- 
thren would. refuſe the. offer d Subſcription, 
would bare dal carb e drop the. Props 


(08) 
ſal, and ſuffer an Infamy in common with o- 
thers, than to rend the Difſenting Intereſt by 
any dividing Conduct however good and com- 
mendable in its own Nature. But theſe are 
foreign Matters that fall not under my Conſi- 
deration. That it is Lawful to declare our 
Faith in the words we judge moſt proper, 
without being juſtly open to Cavil and Calum- 
ny, is what I contend for as the undoubted 
Privilege and Birthright of every living Man, 
nor will it I believe be Diſputed. If it be al- 
ledg'd that the Non-Subſcribers have been 
Sufferers by the Declaration of their Brethren, 
I reply they have been Sufferers, barbarouſly 
treated and abus'd, paſt through whole Vollics 
of Slander and Calumnies ; but this acciden- 
tally aroſe from the Ignorance and Ind iſcreti- 
on of thinking Zealots, and will, IJ hope, be 
a Motive to induce 'em to Reconciliation; 
doubtleſs the Subſcribers are griev'd at Heart 
for the Sufferings of their Brethren, and would 
rejoyce in proper Methods of wiping away 
the undeſerved Aſperſions. It afflicts their 
Souls to ſee ſo many excellent and uſeful Mini- 
ſters of Chriſt upbraided with Hereſy, and Miſ- 
repreſented as Enemies to the Doctrine of the 
Trinity; whereby they have taken a ſtain to 
their Reputations, and a wound to their Uſe- 
fulneſs in the World. Their deſign in Snbſcri- 
bing was to Vindicate, not to injure the Cha- 
racter of Diſſenting Miniſters; not to blacken 


any, but to Secure the Honour of all; Not 
know- 
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(9) 
knowing that any would reject the means which 
they believ d the beſt, if not the only poſſible 
Means to make the Vindication effectual: They 
Acted in a way of Selt-Defence, judging it ut- 
terly unadviſeable to lie under an infamous 
Charge when it was in their Power to remove 
and confute it. Had all conſented to Sub- 
ſcribe, nothing could more fully have cancell'd 
the Indictment, and acquainted the World that 
they were wrongfully Accus'd, ſuch a publick 


Atteſtation of their Faith from the United Bo- 


dies had flung off the Scandal, clos'd the 
Mouths of Gainſayers, and ſilenc'd the re- 
proachful Fame they were labouring under: 
Tho), after all their Arguments, they could 
not gain their Brethren to Subſcribe, ſtill they 
are bound to go on in the way of their Duty. 
Conſcience will not acquit of Unfaithfulneſs if 
they refuſe to appear in Defence of a Doctrine 
that bears the whole Weight of their Happi- 
neſs and Expectations. Silence is a Crime; 
What muſt they do? Suppreſs the urgent Die- 
tates of Reaſon, and bow under the Burthen 
of a gnawing Conſcience, or Anſwer the One 
and Diſcharge the Other in a warrantable Way 
with a view to the Common Intereſt ? Declare 
they muſt; but how is the Declaration to be 
made. Surely, as no Man but will ſay Declare 
they may if they pleaſe, they are at Liberty, 
ſo none but will allow 'em to chooſe the man- 
ner of coping © as "Ong ate N in Pru- 


dence. ö | £0 » __ ; 
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Now had the Subſcription been to expreſs 
Phraſes of Scripture, all the Clamours againſt 
the Subſcribers had been prevented : but the 
End they propos'd had in no wiſe been attain- 
ed. For they intended to clear themſelves from 
the imputation of Arianiſm ; and if the De- 
elaration of their Faith had been drawn up in 
Scripture Expreſſions, none wou'd have juſtify'd 
them upon that Declaration: the Reaſon is at 
hand, becauſe Arians wou'd not refuſe to ſub- 
feribe it. If a Man will diſtinguiſh his Belief 
from that of the Arians, he muſt ſhew wherein 
it differs in ſome Particular or other. He pro- 
feiks to believe what Arians, as well as he, 
profeſs to believe. How is it poſſible for any 
Man by ſuch a Profeſſion to diſcern him from 
an Arian ? Suppoling the London Miniſters had 
gone about to open their Faith in the Trinity 
inScripture Words alone, it wou'd fignify little 
ro ſubſcribe a ſingle Text; ſeeing it is liable to 
different Conſtructions .: to gather many, yea 
all the Texts in the Bible that relate to the 
Trinity together, beſides the tedious Task, it 
wou'd ſignify as little to the End in view; be- 
cauſe were Arius himfelf alive, he wou'd ſub- 
ſcribe that collection of Scriptures as readily as 
any Man at all. In this Caſe there is no poſſi- 
bility of knowing the Diſtinction of Opinions, 
The diſlatisfy'd World, inſtead of putting a- 
way the injurious Scandal, would fling it with 
greater Fury; and from ſuch à prevaricating 
Conduct bind the burden more cloſely: there · 
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by the Suſpicion would grow up into a-Perſwa- 
ſion, and the groundleſs Surmiſe be taken for 
an acknowledged Truth, Jealouſies are not 
eaſily cur d; nor are they to be rooted out of 
Mens Minds by ſugar'd Words and plaufible 


Stories. Where Arianiſm is ſuſpected to har» 


bour, Scripture Words will neither detect the 
Principle, nor ſatisfy any Man that the Suſpi- 
cion is falſe. Athanafins and Arius agree and 
center in that Point; for if any Diſpute ariſe, 
it is only whether thoſe Words are genuine or 
ſuppoſititious. People do not ask their. Mini- 
ſters, Do you believe this or that Text of Serip- 
ture to be true, but in what Senſe do you under- 
ſtand them? Here are two different meanings, 
which is embraced by you? Surely if Men are 
willing to be known, they will frankly inter- 
pret their Opinion in words that ſhall clearly 
diſtinguiſh and determine their Senſe. There- 
fore the Subſcribers, whoſe End in ſubſcribing 
was to make themſelves known, wiſely' made 
uſe of a Summary that preſents in ſnort to the 
Reader's Eve, ſuch a determinate Senſe of the 
Scripture Doctrine of the Trinity as cannot be 
miſtaken, nor wreſted in favour of the- jarring 
Opinions. And this is done without any ſlur 
to the Sacred Oracles; becauſe the Truths 
contain'd in that Summary are ſuppos d to be 
Scripture Truths, fetch d out of Scripture; and 
juſtify'd by it in every tittle. Now it muſt ei- 
ther be ſaid that to vindicate themſelves was 
r or allow d that the way in which the 

B 2 Miniſters 
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Miniſters have done it is lawful : for to allow 


a Vindication, and preclude the Subſcription, 


is with the ſame Breath to deny and to grant ; 

ſeeing the Subſcription, or ſomewhat equiva- 
lent, was the only viſible, it may be, the only 
poſſible means of attaining the Vindication. 
I am not minded to offer all I cou'd ſay in de- 
fence of the Subſcribers, nor does my Intention 
require it, ſufficient I hope has been ſaid to ſet 
their Cauſe on a ſure Foundation, and to ſup- 
ply me with gleanings in the end for the fur- 
therance of a Reconciliation. . Now I muſt 
turn my Pen about to the other ſide of the 
Controverſy, and crave the candid Reader's 
Attention and Patience while I do Juſtice to 
the Nonſubſcribers, and plead their Cauſe at the 
Bar of Reaſon and Juſtice, and ſhew how well 
it will bear the moſt accurate Scan when fairly 
repreſented. Men of conſiderate Minds, that 
know to diſtinguiſh between Truth and Error, 


Realities and falſe Appearances, are always o- 


pen to the pleadings of Reaſon, and canvaſs 
a Controverſy before they come ta a ſettlement. 
Haſty Determinations are uſually the produce 


of a flender Capacity, byaſs'd by Authorities, 
or cajoled by fallacious Gloſſes. Many skill 


not to ſift and examine into the Nature of 
Things, and therefore bear away with the po- 

pular cry, or lean upon the declar'd Opinion 
or artful Inſinuations of others: and ſo they 
conduct their Judgments by Inclination, their 
ae by Intereſt: „and their Faith by 
Amhority 


(13) 
Authority. All the Noiſe and Buſtle in the 
Caſe of thoſe injur d and abuſed Gentlemen, 
ho refuſed to ſubſcribe by a very little Pains 
and Diligence, in the Diſquiſition will appear 
to be empty and vain. The Scandal caſt upon 
them is exceeding great and heavy, no leſs than 
Departure from the Faith. They are vilify'd 
by the ugly odious Title of Arians. They are 
repreſented as Backſliders, Apoſtates, and Be- 
trayers of Truth : Condemn'd for Diſhoneſty 
and Prevarication - Traduc'd as Innovators, 
and Enemies to the Captain of Salvation, by 
whoſe Commiſſion they act, and in whoſe Ser- 
vice they are liſted. Their Perſons and Mini- 
ſtrations are loaded with hard Reproaches. 
And had not good Providence interpos'd, and 
ſundry ways given a Check to the ſpreading 
Scandals,” many of thoſe worthy Gentlemen 
might probably ere this have been- ſequeſter'd 
from their Charge, their Flocks in confuſion, 
their Families under Hardſhips, their Perſons 
in Contempt, and their bright Miniſterial Abi- 
lities obſcur'd and ſuppreſt in uſeleſs and in- 
glorious Silence. And what have they done? 
What is the Foundation and Ground of all the 
black Accuſations ; and for what abhorred 
Crime are they ſo ſtigmatized ? In truth for 
not Subſcribing; for refuſi ing what every Chti- 
ſtian owns they have a native Priviledge and 
Power to refuſe.” All the Poſitive Charges are 
founded on nothing elſe 'but <: a fingle and inno- 
cent Negative. A hurtleſs difference from their 
9 | Bre: 
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Brethren in a meer prudential Point ſhall ſuffice 
to {ſuſtain a Babel of Defamations, and ſerve 
as a Battery to aſſault and ruin the Reputati- 
ons, and uſefulneſs of as able and faithful Mi- 
niſters as any whatſoever. Strange! that Ari- 
aniſm ſhould be inſeparably annex'd to nonſub- 
ſcribing. Mountains may hang in the Air, and 
Caſtles be built upon Cobwebs, aſſoon as that 
weighty Imputation can juſtly be ſupported on 
this frivilous and ſlender Foundation. They 
thought it improper at a particular ſeaſon, and 
in a particular way, to declare their Faith, 
therefore they have no Faith. They in Pru- 
dence and Conſcience forbore to do what they 
judg d a Damage to the Diſſenting Intereſt, and 
a Scandal to Chriſtianity; therefore they have 
quitted the Principles of their Predeceſſors, 
and ſcarcely are Chriſtians. They wou'd not 


ſwear to Unſcriptural Forms, therefore they 
oppoſe the Doctrines of Scripture, They de- 


| dar d againſt ſetting the Words of Men in the 
place of the Words of God; therefore they 
deny the Truths reveal'd in the Word of God, 
and only to be known by vertue of that Re- 
velation. They contended againſt Impoſition, 
therefore they are Enemies to the true Religi- 

They ſtood up in Defence of their Chri- 
ſtian Liberty, therefore they gainſay the Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity. In a word, the ſum 
and ſubſtance of all is this evidently inconſe- 
quent Propoſition, They refus d to Subſcribe, 
FREFFINre they are Arians, He muſt, be Eagle- 


ey d. 
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ey'd, and an exquiſite Rhetorician, a very 


Quintilian indeed, that can ſpy in the Premiſes 
a colour to juſtify the Concluſion. They may 
as well be chargd with Atheiſm on that pre- 
tence as with Ariauiſm. If this be al! the Foun- 
dation, I would as ſoon, and might with equal 
Truth, charge them with denying the Being 
of a God, as with denying the Doctrine of the 
Trinity. Yea, if one is fo free and laviſh as 
for that only Reaſon to ſay I am ſure they are 
all Arians, another may take a little farther Li- 
berty, and ſay with as much Juſtice, I am ſure 
they are all Mahometans ; for indeed the ſub- 
ſcrib'd Articles ſavour as little of the Alcoran, 
as they do of the Arian. And muſt not a Man's 
Reaſon be deeply drench'd in his Paſſions be- 
fore he can argue at ſo abſurd a rate? His 
leading Faculty muſt follow the blind attra- 
ction of his headſtrong Affections, before he 
will hearken to ſo vile a Suggeſtion, rais'd and 
advanc'd on ſo light an occaſion. If there be 
other cauſes of Suſpicion, it falls not within 
the compaſs of my Undertaking. I am deliver- 
ing the Nonſubſcribers as ſuch from the Hereſy 
of Arius ; and ſhewing how baſe it is to fix it 
upon them, purely upon the ſcore of not ſub- 
ſcribing- Their Reaſons againſt ſubſcribing 
are publick ; whether ſatisfactory or not is none 
of my buſineſs to determine. I am only con- 
cern'd to expoſe the Fallacy, Folly and Inju- 
ſtice of the Argument, drawn from their not 
ſubſcribing a Point of Faich, to their denying 
and 
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and revolting from it. And verily if they had 
inſiſted only on their Chriſtian Liberty I do 
not ſee why it is not as pleadable on their be- 
half as it is in defence of their Brethrens Con- 
duct. Liberty is loſt if we are not allow'd to 
purſue the Dictates of our own Judgment and 
Conſcience in every Caſe that comes before us: 
So far as any Man is ſway'd by other Conſi- 
derations than the guidance of his Reaſon, ſo 
far he is fetter'd and Acts not freely; becauſe 
he Acts under the conſtraining Influence of 
external Motives that byaſs his Will, which, 
without 'em would move in a different way. 
Then, and then only is our Liberty compleat, 
when that Underſtanding Commands, and that 
meer force of Reaſon Guides and Orders 
our Actions. 

Grant the Subſcribing Miniſters did not De- 
mand, but Intreat the Concurrence of their 
Brethren, and us'd no other Compulſion but 
Perſwaſives and Petitions, Expoſtulations, and 
Arguments; ſtill if all that was urg'd amount- 
ed not to Conviction, nor fully perſwaded 'em 
of the Neceſſity or Expediency of Subſcribing, 
their Refuſal is not only Excuſable, but Right- 
teous and Laudable in the ſight of God and 
Man; for Men will always deſpiſe an involun- 
tary Offering, as that muſt be which is not un- 
der the Condu& of Reaſon ; and ſure I am 
that a blind Obedience, an unreaſonable Ser- 
vice is far from being acceptable and pleaſing 
to God. We do not allſee with the ſame Eyes; 
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every Man is to judge by his own: Agreed, | 
the Subſcription was not propounded in an im- 
poſing way in the Intention of the Propoſers; 
but if others conceiv'd a Jealouſy, if to them 
the leaſt Degree of Impoſition appear'd, they 
did well to nip the firſt Buddings of ſo vile an 
Evil, and reje&jwith Diſdain the incloſing Pro- 
poſal, we cannot be too jealous and watchful 
over our Liberty. Every Encroachment ought 
to meet Oppoſition, and be ſtop'd in it's firſt 
Appearances. We reckon no Treaſures and 
Sufferings too Expenſive in Defending our Se- 
cular Liberties; Our Sacred are vaſtly more 
dear and deſirable. Whatſoever entrenches in 
our Opinion, upon em, every Step that is tak- 
en, as we conceive, to invade em, will be na- 
turally treated with Scorn, and engaged with 
Vigour. A flexible Conſcience has pav'd the 
way to all the Impoſitions and Spiritual Ty- 
rannys that have been or are in the World : 
One Act of Subjection naturally introduces a- 
nother. Couch at one time you can do it again ; 
and the crafry Leaders will take care to fur- 
niſh Opportunities ; and ſo by bowing our 
Conſciences we beat a Track for Prelatick U- 
ſurpations, and hoiſt the flag to watt over and 
convoy amongſt us the Publick Conſcience to 
uſurp the Throne, beſtride Mankind, and ruin 
the World: I would not be miſtaken as ſug- 
geſting any Thing of this Nature to have been 
in reality, or in the view of the Subſcribers. 
The Argument proceeds upon the Apprehenſi- 
on 
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on of the other Party; did they but ſmell Im- 
poſition 'twas enough to make em ſtand aloot- 
Did they really apprehend it, the Laws of Na- 
ture, and the Laws of Chriſt will Warrant and 
Juſtify their Departure from it, and Labours 
againſt it. Self-Preſervation is an Inſtin& and 
Principle of Nature; nor is the Defence of 
our Lives and Eſtates more Juſt, and Neceſſa- 
ry, than the Defence of our Conſciences from 
all Degrees of Invaſion. Strong muſt be the 
Motives that will draw out an Expreſſion or 
Action that feems in any ſort to yield up our 
Liberty, or ſo much as to infringe upon that, 
the nobleſt Privilege, and faireſt Flower ob- 
taind by the Reformation. True, there was no 
impoſing Deſign in the Subſcribers, but a free 
Invitation to Act in concert for the general 
Vindication of Diſſenters: But if every Man 
is to Judge for himſelf, then the diverſity of 
Sentiments will eaſily Account for the diffe- 
rent Conduct of Men, and that which is love- 
iy to ſome may be loathſome to others. E- 
very Eye is not equally Keen. Good or Evil 
are difcern'd and difcoverd in indifferent 
Things according to the different Views in 
which the Beholders confider em. The Sub- 
ſcription in itſelf was a Thing indifferent. E- 
very Man was free to accept or reje& it at 
Pleaſure. If ſome beheld it with Tranſports 
and Ecſtacics, raviſh'd in Contemplations of 
its Beauty and Uſefulneſs, it follows not but 
others might gaze upon it with wondring 
Fears 
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Fears and wary Jealouſies, deſcry a hidden de- 
formity, and Symptoms of a lurking Sting 
Menacing all that ſhould refuſe it, and forci- 
bly impoſing itſelf under the Sanction of ſe- 
vere Penalties, no leſs than the Imputation of 
Arianiſm, and Hereſy to that ſtubborn Recu- 
ſant. Whether the Eyes of theſe Gentlemen 
were diſtemperd I know not ; but if ſome» 
thing of this Nature appear'd in their Sight, it 
is not to be admir'd that they expreſs'd an 
Averlation, and took up Arms againſt an Ad- 
verſary that inyaded their Rights, and might, 
if admitted, prove an Inlet to other Evils, and 
more important Miſchiefss When once 24 
Breach is made what Inundations may follow is 
unknown, and therefore 'tis beſt to with- 
ſtand betimes, and prevent the Danger. It is 
granted if the London Miniſters had all to a 
Man voluntarily, and with one conſent Subſcri- 
bed the offer d Articles, a glorious Teſtimony 
had been gain d to Truth, and themſelves effec- 
tually cleared from the Common Reproach. 
But to obtain this ſingle End was not weighty 
enough in the Minds; of all to attract their 
Conſent to an unpreſidented Proceeding, which 
might poſſibly be followed with unſpeakable 
Evils, and expoſe the whole Diſſenting Inte- 
reſt to far greater Reproachęes. Whether or 
no a Vindication was neceſſary. is a Queſtion. 
Some Gentlemen thought ſo but in diſputable 
Points, what appears to be uſeful and neceſſa- 
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jeſs and hurtful, Muſt not the Neceſſity be 
ſeen before we are neceſſarily oblig'd to com- 
ply? Why muſt one' Man A& under the Influ- 
ence of 'another's Neceſſity? Some think it Ne- 
ceſſary to Subſcribe ; others think it Neceſſary 
not to Subſcribe ; what ſhall we do with theſe 
inconſiſtent Neceſſities? Shall we put it to fatal 
Expetiment, and try the Strength of each Par- 
ty, to ſee if one has not Power to cram their 
Neceſſity upon the other? Keep em aſunder in 
their proper Place and no Ill will enſue; and 
give every one leave to do as his Reaſon 
ſhall guide him, and Circumſtances Neceſſitate 
his Actions. And what if a fear and foreſight 
of Conſequent Miſchiefs be pleaded in bar to 
Subſcribing? Who can tell if all had agreed 
what odd Conſtructions the obſerving World 
wou'd put upon their Conduct? It is not ad- 
viſeable to open the Mouths of Ad verſaries, e- 
ſpecially in a tender Point where they watch for 
our halting, and lie in wait for Occaſions to 
gather Arguments againſt us. Liberty of Con- 
ſcience is the conſtant PIT RA DISsENTEARS 
againſt unſcriptural Injun&ions. Such as wou'd 
ſpoil us of that ineſtimable Jewel, and tram- 
ple upon that Glorious Privilege, will greatly 
rejoyce to ſee our felves Inſtrumental in de- 
ftroping it by putting our Conſciences under 
Shackles, and Reſtraints of any kind whatſo- 
ever: If Subſcriptions to Human Forms are ſo 
caſily ſwallowed, if the Words of Men can de- 
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and Forms enough prepar'd by thoſe that con- 
ceive we are as much bound by the Decrees 
atid Deciſions of a Convocation, and as able 
to ſubmit to their Forms as to thoſe of an A. 
ſembly. Obſtinacy and Sullenneſs might be 
reckon'd perhaps the only Cauſe of refuſing em 
for the future; but whatever ill Uſes a deſign- 
ing Enemy may make thereof, tho' they are 
not ſufficient to condemn a lawful Deed, yet 
ſurely the Proſpe& of thoſe Abuſes perſwades 
2 Forbearance to ſuch as neither hold it Com- 
mendable, nor Prudent, nor uſeful, but verily 
believe that more would be loſt to the Diſcre- 
dit of Chriſtianity in general, and of the Diſ- 
ſenring Intereſt in particular, than poſſibly can 
be gain'd to the One or the Other by ſo re- 
markable an incident in this glorious Day of 
Light and Liberty. For tho' the Articles are 
Innocently, and in Truth, Subſcrib'd only in 
a way of Declaration and Self-Defence, to 
guard from Reproaches ; yet when they come 
forth Atteſted and Authoriz'd as Truths by 2 
Numerous united Aſſembly of Miniſters, a 


cenſuring World will be apt to revile, and ac- +» 


cuſe em as aſſuming to themſelves, like the Sy- 
nods and Councils of Old, a Power that be- 
longs not to em, of determining Matters of 
Faith, and making their fallible Interpretations 
of Scripture of equal Authority with Scrip- 
ture it ſelf. „ 
And if to go off from the Scriptures to other 


Rules and Meaſures of Faith is allowable in 
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one caſe, tis certainly ſo in another; and in 
proceſs of time all the Articles of our Faith 
may by the ſame Authority be decided and 
ſettled ; and thus, the Marrow and Kernel of 
Scripture, pick'd out, as is ſuppos'd, and plac'd 
in Compoſures of Men, it eaſily follows that 
the Scriptures be neglected as uſeleſs, if not 
diſcarded as dangerous. Be it ſo, the Subſcrip- 
tion debated is of a different nature, and only 
declarative, (tho' the World will judge of it 
not by the intention of the Subſcribers, but by 
the appearances it bears) they that have 2 
Right to introduce or demand a Declaration 
of their Brethren's Faith in ſome Articles and 
under ſome Circumſtances retain the ſame Right 
in regard to others, themſelves being (Say of 
the Call, and Neceſſity ; and ſo half a ſcore 
leading Men may at pleaſure prepare and pro- 
pound a new Article to be ſubſcrib'd at the 
peril of being erroneous in the vogue of the 
People, if any ſhould be ſo hardy as to refuſe 
his Hand. Thus we become obnoxious to e- 
verlaſting Evils : New Subſcriptions may be 
; daily requir'd to controverted Points, accord- 
ing as Humour, or Inclination, or Conſcience, 
or Intereſt, ſhall guide the buſy and zcalous ; 

and thus the Miniſters are exposd to continual 
Claſhings, Contentions, and Wrangles, and the 
Churches of Chriſt to endleſs Uneaſineſſes, Diſ- 
contents, and Confuſions. And ſhall we con- 
demn the Men that outſtood and protected us 
from theſe Calamities ? Had they qaly conſult- 
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ed theit own Security, and not the common 
Safety, they would have taken Sanctuary in the 
Subſcription, and ſhelter'd themſelves from the 
Frowns of the People, by giving into a Con- 
duct diſapprov'd in their Judgments. But the 
thouſand Witneſſes within kept them ſteady 
and faithful, notwithſtanding the Clamours and 
Fightings, foreſeen to be endured without. 
They have warily walk'd before us, and taught 
us to keep cloſe to our Bibles, not to impair 
the Authority, or intercept the Glory of in- 
ſpird Writings, by admitting Human Stand- 
ards, and giving up our Faith to the Words 
and Decrecs of our frail Fellow - creatures, 
This Example leads us to prize the holy Foun- 
tains above broken Ciſterns; and to prefer the 
Light of the Noon-day Sun before the Twink- 
lings of a Farthing Candle. After all then, 
where is there any room for Reflection? What 


gives Occaſion to all the hard Speeches that 


have bzen ſpoken againſt them ? Is there any 
Footſtep of Arivs viſible throughout the whole 
of their Conduct? Becauſe they have expreſly 
diſclaim'd the peculiar Tencts of Arius, docs 
it thence unavoidably follow that they are 
Arians > Not Reaſon but Ignorance is at the 
bottom of the Charge ; for the wiſer part of 
Mankind excuſes and commends that Refuſal 
which the ignorant undiſcerning Multitude 
bellow and declaim againſt as deteſtable. They 
could ſubſcribe, but they would not: What 
then, is it fair and equitable from a want of 

In- 
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Inclination, to conclude a want of Ability ? 
Will any Man ſtand by that Argument > Or 
ſhall it be ſaid the Call of Providence was ſo 
loud and urgent, Circumſtances ſo many and 
preſſing, the Neceſſity ſo great and obliging, 
that if they bcliev'd the Doctrine they would 
ſurely have Subſcribed it > This is a maimed 
Argument on many Accounts, a meer Pretence 
and a palpable Fallacy. For thus it Reaſons 
Thoſe that do not ſee with the Eyes, and taſt 
with the Palates, and hear with the Ears of 
others, that is to ſay of the Subſcribers, are 
Arians : Thoſe that will preſume to ſec for 
themſelves, to hear for themſelves, to judge for 
themſelves, and to act for themſelves, are A. 
rians. This is the Caſe of the Nonſubſcribers, 
therefore no doubt they are Arians. Is it not 
evident, that a Man muſt hear the loud Call, 
and feel the preſſure of the Circumſtances, be- 
fore he can ſee the Neceſſity pretended. And 
ſuppoſing he ſees it, it is not directly a Neceſſi- 
ty of Subſcribing, but of Vindicating the Ho- 
nour of the Diſſenting Miniſtry. Subſcription 
is but one propoſed Method of Vindication; 
againſt this there lye ſo many Objections, ſuch 
crowds of Evils and Inconveniences attend it 
in the eye of his Judgment, that he can by no 
means hearken to that Method, but looks up- 
on it as the moſt improper and imprudent way 
in the World. And what now is this Man an 
Arian, becauſe he will not ſacrifice his Pru- 
dence to maniteſt his Principles, and give up 

his 
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his Reaſon to declare his Faith? Muſt he be 
deaf to all the Calls and Dictates of his Judg- 
ment, ſhut his Eyes againſt the Beams and Rays 
of Light that ſhine about him, and hand over 
head hurry on headlong to any thing, for fear 
of being counted an Arian? Should any kind 
of Violence be offer'd in Diſputable Caſes ? 
Force is never usd but when Arguments fail. 
| Slight is the Conviction that ariſes from Ter- 
rors and Threatnings. Every one muſt be left 
ro walk in the Path that will keep him cloſeſt 
to God, and the Teſtimony of an upright Con- 
ſcience, The Prince of Darkneſs deſires no 
greater Pleaſure than to cſtabliſn in the Hearts 
of Men a blind and furious Zea!, the reſem- 
blance of Hell, Noiſe without Senſe, and Flames 
withour Light. Pardon we the Gentlemen that 
could not ſo behave, nor be prevail'd upon by 
any Reaſons whatſoever to extinguiſh their 
own, or to act in defyance of their own, out 
of deference to the Underſtandings of others, 
But what has Arius here to do? Why muſt his 
formidable Name be ſtarted upon every occa- 
ſion, and held up as the Gvrgon's Head, ro de- 
ter and cauſe Deviations ? Cannot Miniſters 
vary in Stature and Shape, differ in a Point of 
Prudence and Coridu&, be on one or the other 
ſide of a Queſtion, concerning which in rea- 
lity it matters not whether ſide they are of, 
but the ugly Ghoſt of Arius muſt be rais'd, to 
hollow, and roar, and confound the World. 
Of all the Reaſons alledg'd in the authentick 
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Account, there is one that ſo much as 
countenances the Su picion of Arianiſm, not 
one that hints a coldneſs towards, much leſs a 
disbelief of the Doctrine of the Trinity. What- 
ever Scandals and Cenſures the Nonſubſcribers 
have, meerly on the account of being ſuch, un- 
dergone from the Heats and Paſſions of Men, 
confident I am that in their ſedate and cooler 
Thoughts, it they w1ll be at the pains to exa- 
mine the Caſe of their not Subſcribing, at laſt 
it will appear to be a juitifyable Cafe, accom- 
modate to Scripture, agreeable to Reaſon, con- 
ſiſtent with the Principles of the Reformation, 
end ſtanding on the very Foundation that ſup- 
ports our diſſent from the Church Eſtabliſhed 
by Law. But I ſpare to make out theſe things, 
having offer'd enough to ſerve my preſent De- 
ſign, which 1s to bring the Cauſes in order to 
bring together the Contenders ; to ſhew how 
little the difference is, in hopes to fee it abo- 
liſh'd, and how eaſily Diſcretion and Temper 
may heal the Wound which Heat and Impru- 
dence have given. The Diviſion is bitterly be- 
moan'd and tamented by all of each Party ; and 
evcry one ſees the pernicious tendency of it if 
continued; and if it ſhall appear to be in the 
Power of any to remove it, a little Humanity 
will incline, and a little Chriſtianity will ob- 
lige to attempt it. I cannot but wonder the 
Difference has continued ſo long, when, in my 
apprehenſion, tis ſo inconſiderable, and ſo ca- 
fily made up. Great Pity it was not long 2g0 
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done ; ſince Breaches are wont to grow wide: 
the longer they lye unrepair'd, and Jealouſies 
are fomented and ftrengthen'd by every treſh 
Circumſtance relating that way. Sad it is that 
our Health ſhould ſtill be unrecover'd, when 
Gilead has Balm and Phyſicians abundant ; 
the Diſſenting Intereſt ſhould {till be bleeding 
when there are Medicines ſufficient for Cure, 
and nothing is wanted but a skillul Haud to 
adminiſter, aud apply them to the Wound, I 
hope the Contentious Humour is pretty well 
ſpent ; that moſt are grown weary of the War, 
and diſpos'd for Peace. 

Now enough of Fatigues and Bickerings has 
Diſcord diſpens'd among Brethren : Tis high 
time to agree, and blaſt by ſuch Agreement 
the rais d Expectations of Adverſarics, as wel! 
as comfort and refreſh the Hearts of our ſor- 
rowing Friends. I obſcrve the Committees o 
both Parties are ſtill alive, and aſſemble as Oc- 
caſion requires. My humble Motion is, that 
the two Committees meet together, and vouch- 
ſate in their Meeting to Read over the follow- 
ing Conliderations, or Remarks upon the fore - 
mention'd State of the Difterence between 
them, which may ſerve as Materials to furniſh 
out a Plan of Accommodation, which may be 
effected with Honour to both Parties. 

I ſhall, Reverend Gentlemen, take the Li- 
berty of Addreſſing to you in the Remarks 
and Expedients I am going to offer, hoping 
they will be recciv'd with all the Candour and 
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Benevolence that Religion and Learning are 
wont to allow. My Obſervations are theſe : 


1. You are able to aſſure the World, that 
there 15 not, nor ever was, any Difference a- 
mong you about the Doctrine of the Ever- 
bleſſed Trinity. Your Contention proceeds en- 
tirely upon another Foot and Foundation. The 
injudicious Populace ſuſpect that you divided 
for, and againſt the Trinity ; that all on one 
ſide of the Queſtion are Orthodox and Up- 
holders, on the other, departed from, and De- 
ſtroyers of the commonly receiv'd Faith in 
that important Article: and there is too much 
reaſon to fear, that Artifices are not wanting 
to propagate the Falſhood, and ſtrengthen the 
baſe Suſpicion in unthinking Minds. *Tis 
plainly in the Power of your Hands to extir- 
pate the Evil, and ſtem the courſe of that vile 
deſtructive Error. You know, and pity but by 
an unanimous Declaration from yourſelves the 
World ſhould know, that the Glorious Doc- 
trine of the Trinity was never call'd into que- 
ſtion among you, never debated in any of 
your Meetings. 

The undiſcerning Vulgar imbibe Reports, 
and Notions without Examination: They liſt 
not, or have not leaſure diſtinctly to ſcan Oc- 
currences, and diſcuſs an Action in all its Views 
and Circumſtances: They take it in the groſs, 
are open to Inſinuations, and often thro' un- 
Weiner lie anger ſtrong Deluſions. Much 
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of this is believed to be in the preſent Caſe 3 
and the deluſive Impreſſions made by meer 
Miſtakes in the Minds of many have as pow- 
erful an Influence there in the charging of He- 
reſy upon many of you, as if after a long De- 
bare and Contention about the Doctrine of 
the Trinity, many of you had divided againſt 
it, and Voted it an Erroneous Doctrine. And 
is it not convenient to rectify their Miſappre- 
henſions in a Point of ſuch Moment? to un- 
deceive the impos'd upon and beguiled in an 
Affair that threatens Religion, and ſtrikes deep 
at the Diſſenting Intereſt? If it could not be 
done without Mincing and Prevarication, you 
are altogether blameleſs: But when the Atteſ- 
tation of Truth, naked Truth, the whole 
Truth, and nothing but Truth will effectually 
ſcatter the Calumny, and appeaſe the Diſſatis- 
ty'd, inform the Ignorant, and defeat the Er- 
ror, it ſeems to be a Debt you owe to Truth, 
and a Piece of Common Juſtice you owe to 
the World and to One Another, with one 
Voice, Heart and Hand to Proclaim, WE 
never had any Debate or Difference at all concerning 
the Doctrine of the Ever G lorious 1 NITI. 
5 the other Hand, 

. You can give cqual PO TI that never 
any Controverſy aroſe amongſt you concerning 
the Perfection of the Holy SCRIPTURES. 

Whether or No the BIBIL be a perfect Rule 
of Fairh is far from being the Subject matter 
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of your preſent Diſputes, however miſguided 
Zeal may have colour'd the Caſe, and Mitr: - 
preſented the Spring of your Differences. Mi- 
r.iſters of the Goſpel make themſelves Maſters 
of the Goſpel when they hold the Neceſſity of 
Human Additaments, that is to ſay, of ſuch 
deviſed Additions as they ſhall thipk proper to 
make; for the Authority, and Reaſon that will 
Juſtify the joyning ot one Invention as Neceſ- 
ſary, will Juſtify the joyning of a 'Thouſand, 
all being founded in the ſuppoſed Imperfection 
of the Rule: And fo a Method is open'd to 
the Introduction of Numberleſs Traditions, 
even as many as the Guides of the Church 
ſhall deem convenient, to the Overthrow of 
the Goſpel, and Eitabliſhment of a Faith in Man. 
The defectiveneſs of Scripture is the very Foun- 
dation of Popery, which can be no longer 
ſupported than that Erroncous Principle pre- 
vails in the Minds of its credulous Votaries. 
And the Retainers to that Monſtrous Religion 
muſt allow a double Defect in the Scriptures ; 
one in Point of Subſtance, that all the Ne- 
ceſſaries of Salvation are not Contain'd and 
Reveal'd therein; this upholds their unwritten 
Traditions ; the other in point of Perſpicuity, 
that what the Scripture reveals is obicure and 
undetermined, deliver'd into the Hands of a 
certain Order of Men as Treaſurers, and 
Counſcilours of Heaven to diſpenſe and inter- 
pret the ambiguous Oracles ; this imports the 
Infallibility of their Decrees and Interpretati- 
. | ons 
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ons, and Neceſſitates an Appeal from the Law 
and the Teſtimony, to a Pope, to a Council. 
You Gentlemen all of you abhor to Patronize a 
Principle that has ruin'd the Church, and tends 
to Slavery in the worſt of Senſes. You all 
profeſs to make the written Rule your only 
Rule, and Har moniouſiy agree that the Scrip- 
ture is the only infallible Standard, that no In- 
terpretations, Decrees and Deciſions of Men 
are of any Weight and Authority in oppoſiti- 
on to, or in Competition with Scripture. So 
then the Sufficiency and Perfection of the 
Scriptures are out of the Controverſy abſolute- 
ly aſſerted by all, and gainſaycd by none among 
you. Again, 

3. You are able to tell the World that the 
Lawfulneſs of Human Forms mecrly as Decla- 
ratory of the compiler's Faith or Senſe of 
Scripture is no Part of your Difference. None 
of you arc for abridging Mankind of a Na- 
tive Right, namely a Right of cxpreſling their 
Mind and Meaning in words that like 'em belt, 
or that they judge molt ſiguificant and expreſ- 
ſive of their Sentiments. A horrid Injury is 
done to ſome of yon while weakly, or wicked- 
ly Repreſented as Enemies to Catechiſms, and 
Confeſſions of Faith: You all agree that in 
their due Place they have their excellent Uſe. 
You all receive *em as advantageous Helps. 
You all reject 'em as infallible Standards. The 
Traveller rejoyces in the paler Light of the 
Moon till the Sun ariſes, And Grammars are 
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greatly helpful till we become Maſters of the 
Language. Human Compoſures tacitly carry 
in their Fronts the offer of Service. Utmoſt 
Contempt is their due, if they ſet up for Ma- 
ſters, and Tyrants over the Faith and Conſc i- 
ences of Men. 

We have a Rule, and a Reaſon to uſe it. If 


any ſubmit to the Judgment of another he ſti- 
fles his own, and makes the other's Reaſon his 


Guide. But this is far from arguing againſt 
the uſe of Human Forms as ſteps and ſtirrups 
to mount us into the Knowledge of Scripture ; 
farther yet from oppoſing the claimed Privilege 
of raiſing our Words in Declaring our Minds 
to others at Pleaſure. Certainly if the Liberty 
of thinking be granted, that Liberty of 
Speaking or Writing in belt approved words 
is not ro be deny'd ; for that were only to ſay 
you ſhall not tell what you think. Here then 
there is a Claim on one Side which admits of 
no Scruple on the other. Conceptions muſt be 
cloath'd or they cannot be convey'd : No Man 
can apprehend the Ideas in another Man's 
Mind, except they are Midwif'd into the 
World by words, nor can the Apprehenſion 
be clear and diſtin& except the words that re- 
veal em are ſo. If then we are to be re- 
ſtrain d from others and ty'd down to Scripture 
words alone, the Reſtraint Incapacitates from 
diſtinguiſhing our Senſe, as well as enervates 
our Chriſtian Liberty, in confining the Excr- 
ciſe of our Judgment and Conſcience. But 
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however the Expediency at ſome particular 
Scaſons may enter into the Debate, it is evi- 
dent the Lawtulneis of Human Forms, ſimply 
confider'd, is no part of your Diſputation ; nor 
whether it be a Crime for a Man to utter his 
Mind in his own Words. 

4. You have it in your Power to publiſh to 
the World, that Impoſition of Unſcriptural 
Creeds is not that Bone you are contending 
about. You neither aſſembled to make, nor to 
debate the la wfulneſs of impoſing Creeds ready 
made to your hands. Creed making, and Creed 
impoſing, as it was no part of your Buſineſs, 
ſo is it not the cauſe or continuance of your 
Altercation. Whether any thing like it was 
apprehended comes not now under enquiry; 
becauſe if it were, that only ſuppoſcs a miſun- 
derſtanding. All of you equally declare againſt 
Impoſition, as the worſt of Evils : all deteſt 
it both name and thing and ſure it is if you 
did not, your ſelves would {con become dete- 
ſtable, loathſome, and inſupportable. Never- 
theleſs the Reproach is gone forth, your ſclves 
have ſeen and heard the Charge exhibitcd ; 
your Conduct is blackned, ſtrain'd and aggra- 
vated, on purpoſe to maintain it. Ignorance, 
Envy and Malice, embrace it with greedineſs. 
Storms and Tempeſts have been raisd npon 
this Suppoſition. And no wonder; tor if the 
black Charge were true, a Practice ſo contra- 
dictory to your Principles would as much ſur- 
prize the World as a loud clap of Thunder in 
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a cold and froſty Morning. It then ſhould ſeem 


you diſclaim it in others to engrofs it to your 
ſelves; vilify and abhor it in the hands of ano- 
ther, but fondle the ugly Brat taken into your own 
protection, and tutelage. Invidious Adverſa- 
ries catch at the vile Accuſation, and deſire no 
better Argument to manage to your Prejudice, 
no ſtronger Engine to batter down the Repu- 
tation of the London Miniſters. And will yon 
not by declaring the Truth diſarm the Enemy, 
and wreſt the keen Weapon from him, when it 
is ſo eaſily done? You Gentlemen know that 
Impoſition is not in the Quarrel, You ſtrive 
not about the Power of Impoling, in what 
hands it ſhould be lodg'd. You deſire and vote 
univerſally the extermination of all Impoſiti- 
ons, if poſſible, from off the face of the Earth. 
If ſome had gotten a Creed they believ'd to be 
Scripture, and ſubſcrib'd it, let it not be con- 
cciv'd they deſign'd to impoſe it, nor make em 
accountable for all the unhappy unthought of 
Conſequences. Since all of you proteſt and 
contend againſt Impoſition, and none of you 
have committed any fact which neceſſarily in- 
cludes it, 'tis a very diſhonourable thing to 
fix the wicked Principle, and bottom a very 
innocent Practice upon it. You may at your 
Will remove the Dirt, and quaſh the ill-ground- 
ed Impeachment. In ſtrictneſs of Truth you 
can acquit one another of the horrible Crime, 
and clear up your eclipſed Characters in the 
eyes of Mankind. 


5. Your 
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5. Your Difference does not proceed upon 
the expediency of publick Confeſſions and De- 
clarations of Faith, to be made either ſingly, 
or jointly, by your ſelves, or by others. Your 
Debate foregoing the Diviſion was not whe- 
ther or no it may not upon ſome Occaſions» 
and in ſome Circumſtances of Affairs, be ex- 
pedient and proper for a body of Miniſters to 
ſign and atteſt an Article of Faith, though in 
words drawn up by themſelves, as what they 
believe to be a Truth of God very fully and 
clearly reveal'd in his Word. Ic is an unrea- 
ſonable Scandal, unjuſtly levell'd at ſome of 
your Body, that they explode Confeſſions and 
Teftimonies to the Truth, becauſe they ima- 
gine Truth to be in its own Nature unalter- 
able, and eternal, neither augmented nor di- 
miniſh'd by the addition of Human Teftimo- 
nies ; that they are for hiding and concealing 
the Truth, for skulking and dealing in the 
dark, becauſe they cannot acquieſce in every 
Method of proclaiming their Faith to the 
World. They are ready no doubt upon pro- 
per Occaſions to open their Minds, when con- 
vinced in Conſcience it ſhall be a Service to 
Truth, a Credit to themſelves, a Satisfaction 
to others, and no Stain or Detriment to the 
Honour and Intereſt of Chriſtianity. You are 
not at Variance therefore about the general 
Expediency of publick Declarations and Te- 
ſtimonies to the Truth: nor is this the con- 
troverted Point ſo briskly and warmly agitated 
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in your preſent Diſputes. Now to Recapitu- 
late the preceding Obſervations, which I be- 
lieve your ſober Thoughts will allow to be 
juſt, 

You are not divided upon any Doctrinal Con- 
troverſies, the Truth or Falſhood of any Ar- 
ticle of Faith. You have never debated, much 
leſs are diſagreed in the Doctrine of the Tri- 
nity. You are perfectly of one Mind concern- 
ing the Sufficiency, Fulneſs and Perfection of 
the Holy Scriptures. The exerciſe of every 
Man's Chriſtian Liberty in uſing Human Forms 
if he pleaſes to expreſs his Faith, does not di- 
ſtract you. You are all unanimous in detcſting 
Impolitions of all kinds and degrees. You 
have no Difference about the general Point of | 
decl:ring your Minds, and the uſcfulncis of 
ſuch Decijarations in convenient ſcaſons. Now 
will not the wondering World enquire, What 
then is the Difference among the Miniſters? 
Whence all the mighty Noiſe, the Commoti- 
ons, the Clamours that ſpread ſo widely, wound 
ſo deeply, and ſhake ſo dangerouſly the Diſ- 
ſenting Cauſe? Nor will the real Truth be be- 
licv'd without Difficulty, So many foreign Spe- 
culations have been hook'd by violence, and 
artfully wrought into the primitive Contro- 
verſy (cſpecially the Doctrine of the Trinity, 
as if done with Deſign to ſet the Diſſenters a 
Wrangling about it) that great Skill and Care 
will be requiſite to root up the Prejudices, and 
perſwade the World that Articles of Faith are 
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altogether unconcern'd in the Difference. You 
Gentlemen know that a very {mall Spark has 
kindled all the Fires, and been 1mprov'd by un- 
accountable management to prodigious increa- 
ſes. Your Original Difference was inſignifi— 
cant, a meer Punctilio, entirely Prudential, 
viz, The Expediency and Prudence of de- 
claring your Faith at that particular time, and 
in that particular way in which the Declaration 
was offered. Great and good Men may certain- 
ly in a point of Prudence or Management dif- 
ter in their Sentiments, without being exaſpe- 
rated in their Spirits, and diſunited in Affecti- 
ons and Intereſts. Your conſequent Animoſi - 
tics are ſar more injurious and culpable than the 
prev. ous Differences upon which they cauſeleſly 
grew. Agree ing dilagreement as\t is no abſur- 
dity, nor impracticable, ſo it has prov'd by 
frequent Experience in variety of Caſes ac- 
company'd with Beauty, and Uſefulneſs; And 
why it may not be both Ornamental, and Be- 
neficial, pract ic d and preſerv'd with Advan- 
tage, and Glory to your Cauſe and Character, 
no Reaſon appears, nor can any I believe be 
alledg'd. Sufferings indeed are ſharp Provoca- 
tions when cauſcleſs and undcſerved ; and none 
more afflictive and grievous to the good and 
wiſe then a blemiſh and taint in their Reputation 
and Name. | 

Reproaches beget Reſentments. Tart and pe- 
viſh Spirits are quickly enflam'd ; and once fir'd 
with unappeaſable Thirſt of Revenge, fiercely 
wt purſue 
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purſue the Dictates of that unbridled Paſſion 
with immoderate Heats, and to unreaſonable 
Lengths. The calm Commander of himſelf 
bears with Equanimity, demands a Vindication, 
preſſes after Agreement, and guides his out- 
ward Actions without inward Perturbations. 
Altho' it be ſuppos'd that your mutual Suffer- 
ings ariſe from miſconduct in your Meetings, 
whence the Ignorant and Malicious have tak- 
en occaſion to revile, ſhall Charity have no 
place? may not a Zeal for your Maſter's Hon- 
our, and tender Concern for the common Wel- 
fare and Credit of you all atone in your Minds 
for ſome accompanying Indiſcretions? Can 
you not forgive an apprehended Injury, and 
embrace in your Boſom the Friend that has 
unwittingly hurt you? The more you conceive 
your Sufferings, the more it will be to your Glo- 
ry to follow after Peace, and wreſtle for an 
Accommodation. It is a great grief of Heart 
to obſerve you ſtill keep aſunder, when you 
may ſo eaſily come together, and join in the 
Vindication of one another; that a little Dif- 
ference in a point of Prudence ſhou'd iſſue in a 
manifeſt Violation of the Laws of Charity, 
and break the bands which all the Art and 
Rage of your Enemies could never diſſolve. 
Give me lcave to lend my Endeavours to Peace, 
by ſuggeſting a tew Materials as Heads of A- 
greement, ariſing from the Obſervations alrea- 
dy made upon your Differences, and the Plan 
of Accommodation is an open unanimous cou- 
N | ſent 
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ſent to the following clear and unconteſted Ar- 
ticles. 


Article 1, Scripture is the only Rule of our 
Faith, All other Rules are to ſtand the Teſt, 
be caſt, or clear'd according as they deviate 
from, or correſpond with the Declarations of 
Scripture, No other Laws can bind the Con- 
ſcience but the Laws of Chriſt. No Determi- 
nations of Men are of any Weight or Autho- 
rity in oppoſition to Scripture. Scripture is 
the Fountain of Truth, the only unbending 
Teſt, and infallible Standard and Meaſure of 
Truth. This is an Article ſo cloſely interwoven 
with Proteſtantiſm that whoſoever denies 1t 
cannot juſtly be accounted a Proteſtant. The 
Second is like unto the Firſt, 


Article 2. Every Man has a Right to Judge 
for himſelf. We are not only allow'd, but ob- 
lig'd to be under the Conduct of our own Rea- 
ſon and private Judgment, Chriſt has put his 
Laws into every Man's Hand, and no where 
commanded, or countenanc'd, an abſolute Sub- 
miſſion to the Interpretations of any. No- 
thing but conſummate Ignorance, or plain di- 
ſtraction can perſwade us to dig out our Eyes 
and be led in a String by a Guide. God and 
Nature has fix d in our Breaſts an undiminiſhable 
Supremacy over our own Conduct. He that 
ſets up for a Lord over other Men's Conſcien- 
ces wickedly Invades the Prerogative of Chriſt, 
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uſurps his Throne, and is the worſt of Tyrants, 
This depends upon, and neceflarily flows from 
the former Article; for the Scriptures are not 
our only Rule of Faith, if we are bound by o- 
ther Rules, and inſtead of adhering to the 
Scripture Light, muſt take our Faith from the 
Dictates of Men. The Liberty of private 
Judgment is the corner Stone of the Reforma- 
tion. 


Article 3. All the Doctrines and Duties ne- 
ceſſary to be beliey'd and practic'd in order to 
Salvation are fuily and clcarly reveal'd in the 
Scriptures. God has given us the ſhining Light 
of his word to guide our wandring Steps 
through all the Mazes of Error, and thick Ob” 
ſcurities of depraved Nature to himſelf in Glo- 
ry. To ſuggeſt a hidden Reſerve of ſome Ne- 
ceſſary Things, or ſo dark a diſcovery of thoſe 
Reveal'd that we cannot caſily trace his Mind, 
and be ſure of his Meaning, is to ſuperſede the 
grand Deſign, or at leaſt to declare that God 
has given a mean inept, and inſufficient to Com- 
paſs his propoſed End; a foul Imputation this 
on his Wiſdom and Goodneſs. If Men will 
make any thing Neceſſary to Salvation, which 
is not made Neceflary in the word of God, 
they ought to ſhew whence they derive the Pow- 
er, and produce the Commiſſion that Authori- 
ſes their Conduct; and if once it be granted 
that Scripture is dim and obſcure in Points of 
Neceſſity, who does not ſee the Conſequences 

of 
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of ſuch a Conceſſion to the Eſtabliſhment of all 
the Papal Uſurpations and Tyrannies. 


Article 4. Catechiſms, Creeds, and Confeſſions 
of Faith are uſeful, as well as allowable, in 
the Churches of Chriſt. Great Helps to Scrip- 
ture Knowledge accrue from well compoſed 
Summaries. A Creed, or Confeſſion, is or ought 
to be a Compendium of Scripture, epitomi= 
ſing the Doctrines of it, and preſenting in 2 
ſhort view an orderly collection of all the ſcat- 
ter'd Truths of Scripture, as rows of Jewels 
rang'd into beautiful Order. Means of Inſtruc- 
tion are Good ; but then, 


Article 3. No Human Forms are infallibly 
true; and conſequently none to be impos'd or 
forc'd in a way of Violence upon the Conſci- 
ences of any. When Compoſures atray'd in the 
words of Me n wou'd either joſtle out and ſup- 
plants or ſully and offuſcate the pure etherial 

uſtre of the word of God, they become de- 
teſtable ; for then the Hand-maid is ſubſtitu- 
ted in the room of her Miſtreſs, and the Mi- 
niſter turn'd a Traytor to his Soveraign, 
Impoſition we all abhor, and think no other 
force is to be apply'd in adminiſtring Creeds 
and Human Forms than the Convictive Influ- 
ence of Reaſon and Argument, evidencing their 
exact Agreement with Scripture. 
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Article 6. None of the Subſcribing Miniſters 
are juſtly chargeable with the Guilt of Impo- 
fition, meerly becauſe they have ſet their Hands 
to an Article of Faith, or of going off from the 
Authority of Scripture, meerly becauſe they 
have us'd a Human Fo:m in Repreſenting their 
Senſe of a Doctrine Revealed in Scripture. 
Meer Subſcribing is among the Indifferents of 
Religion, the Good or Evil of it is deter- 
min'd by Circumſtances. Every Man has a 
Right at his Pleaſure to Confeſs, or give 
Account of his Faith, and diſtinguiſh hisSen- 
timents. Any Abridgement of the undiſputed 
Right were a blow at our Conſcience, and 2 
vile Infration of our Chriſtian Liberty. To 
confeſs with our Mouths, as well as to believe 
in our Hearts, is a Privilege we will not ſuffer 
to be wrench'd out of our Hands, nor yet the 
| Liberty of 'divulging our Minds in the Words 
which our Judgment directs and preſcribes as 
the propereſt and moſt expreſſive of our 


Senſe. Thus alſo, 


LE 7. None of the Nonſubſcribing Mi- 
niſters are juſtly chargeable with the Guilt of 
| departing from the{commonly received Faith in 
the Trinity, meerly becauſe they refuſed to 
. Subſcribe, or of denying the Doctrine meerly 
becauſe they did not at that time ſet their 
Hands to an Unſcriptural Form, and Human 
Explication of it. To charge the Miniſters 

0 Arianiſm, meerly for not Subſcribing, is 
as 
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as vile and groundleſs an Infamy, as the Ac- 
cuſer of the Brethren conld poſſibly furniſh'from 
ſo ſlight an Occaſion; yea, it is no leſs than 
to joyn in conſpiracy with the Prince of Dark< 
neſs to blacken and blaſt the Men, the End of 
whoſe Life and Labour is to weaken his Power, 
and overthrow his Dominion. He either great- 
ly diſparages his Judgment, or loudly proclaims 
his Malice. and Paſſion, that builds the impor- 
tant Charge of Arianiſm, upon the ſole. Foun- 
dation of Nonſubſcribing. 'Tis a falſe Accu- 
ſation that hovers in the Air of deluded Ima- 
gination, having no ſupport but in Malice and 
Weakneſs. Add to theſe a bright and crown- 
ing Article, 25 


Art. 8. Peace and Unanimity, Love and fer- 
vent Charity, ſhall proſper and flouriſh as for- 
merly among the London Miniſters. Paſt Faults 
and Follies ſhall dye in Oblivion. Heats, Fends 
and Diſcords ſhall be eternally expell'd and ba- 
niſh'd. Correſpondence and Friendſhip ſhall be 
equally cultivated and maintaind as if there 
had never any Diſſention ariſen. Diſtinctions 
growing upon the late unhappy Difference ſhall 
ſtop, and terminate in a cordial Union. The 
Ambaſſadors of Peace will be Examples and 
Parterns of Peace. Ornamental Charity, cloud- 
ed and coot'd by miſchievous Contentions, ſhall 
be gladly re- entertain d, cherifſh'd and kept 
warm in the Boſoms of the United Brethren. 

Opinionative Differences ſhalt never create Di- 

F 2 viſions 


044) 

viſions of Heart. Jealouſies and Suſpicions, 
Faſtidious Looks, with indifferency and cold- 
neſs of Deportment, ſhall no more be obſerv'd 
and cenſur'd. Jamm Temple ſhall, be ſhut : no 
more Claſhings and Skirmiſhes about Subſcri- 
bing or Refuſing ; nor any more remembrance 
of that dividing Day, and its attendant Evils, 
for ever. Thus the World ſhall be ſatisfy'ds 
that our Differences have been aggrandiz'd, 
magnity'd, and ſtudiouſly miſrepreſcnted : that 
although the Quarrel had an aſpect of Terrour, 
and has by a few been foſter'd and managed, 
with Diſcompoſure and Peeviſhneſs, that yet 
the Generality are Calm and Sedate, Friendly 
and Forbearing, and the ſhort Diſagreement 
among the London Miniſters, was no more in 
reality than Diſcordia Cuncors. | 


The CONCLUSION 


| E Gentlemen, 
OUR Committees may eaſily effec the 
groan'd for Accommodation in agreeing 
upon Articles of this Nature; all which, if 
examined, I verily take to be ſtrict impartial 
Truths; and if, aſter agreed by your Com- 
mittees in manner and form as their Prudence 
ſhall direct, unanimouſly Subſcrib'd by all the 
Names that are in Print on both Sides, will 
accompliſh the wiſh'd for Peace, and fill the 
Cries that are daily rais'd and reviy'd to your 
Prejudice, If you think i it ſufficient to ſear the 
| 7 Wound 


(45) 1 
Wound by continued Silence and Neglect, to 
let the Diſtemper take its courſe till the Hu- 
mour is ſpent, without applying Reſtoratives, 
or uſing any Means of Redreſs, I ſubmit, but 
dread the Conſequence. The Sweetneſs and 
Beauty of Peace you perfectly apprehend; nor 
| ſhall I undergo the pleaſing drudgery of empty- 
ing my Polyanthea and common Place- book, 
by way of Expoſtul ations and Perſwaſion to 
Peace, ſince I write to Men of Reaſon and 
Learning that already know and feel the force 
ol all the Arguments and Motives that can be 
ferch'd from the glorious Eulogies given by the 
moſt renown'd Pens to never prais'd-enough 
Peace. I have not attempted to perſwade you 
to Peace, but to ſhew the poſſibility of Peace, 
and expoſe a Method in which it may be eaſily 
and honourably attain'd. I ſubmit the whole 
to your Judgment, and only implore that my 
Travel may be courteouſly accepted, at leaſt 
as meaning well, and not be haſtily rejected 
without Conſideration, as a vain and bootleſs 
Service. I hope my Sollicitude for the Honour 
of the Diſſenting Miniſtry, and growing Con- 
cern tor the Peace and Comfort of the Churches, 
will atone before Men; and I truſt the Di. 
charge of an honeſt Conſcience in purſuing the 
real Intereſts of true Religion, will not be a 


preſſure upon me, becauſe of attendant Imyper- 
fedions at the Divine Tribunal. May diffuſive 
Charity, Temper, and a truly Catholick Spirit, 
for ever reign in the Breaſts * all Chriſtians. 
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